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Research Problem
Literature Review

The Research Process el &l & shas

Includes:

1.5tate research question - problem - statement
2.Identify study variables

3.Review previous work on problem area
(Literature Review)

Problem
Identification

1

Includes:
1.Determine research type

2. Operationalize variables

3. Identify level of measurement
4 State hypotheses

5. Select sampling procedure

Includes:

1.Conclude the research
2.Make recommendations
3.Report & publish the research

Research
Design

Conclusions

6

Theory

Theory governs the
entire process. Affects
& is affected by each

phase

Data
Evaluation

5

Data
Collection

3

Includes:
1. Actual gathering of data from
samples

Includes:
1. Make inferences &
establish findings

Data
Analysis

4

Includes:
1.Analyzing the data either statistically

or qualitatively as appropriate .
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» Research Problems

* Locating the Literature
Finding & Using Background Literature
Conducting a Literature Search

* Reviewing the Literature

Critical Review of the Literature

Writing the Literature Review

Research Problems Aial) il

1. From Interest to Topic Jaw [ & pim9e I alain) e

2. From Broad to Focused Topic
[ g a5 N ole Jae [ & gun 90 (10

3. From Focused Topic to Hom23a de
Question Ay Al ) dase Jlae [ & saa 50 (1e
4. From Question to its ledimaal ) A0l (e
Significance )

5. From Questions to a Uil Al o
Problem
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Finding Topics
From bibliographic

guides; references;
encyclopedias

From own interests
From internet surfing

From newspapers,

magazines, e-news, etc.

From radio and TV

ddiag aual g e Gl

LAl Candi ) g

dpandll Clalaiayl (e

i Y] sl (e

kAl

Ol g 3l 5l (e

Finding Topics

From textbooks

From lectures

From instructors

From www university sites,

organizations, etc.

diny anal 9o e Gl

Az el I (e

Cppalaall g 33LLY (e

DSall 5 Claaladl 18l 50 (1
5 Az sSall clgall 5 aial
e )l
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Problems with Research Problems

1. Topic is of no interest to the researcher

. Topic is too easy

. Topic not too difficult

A WD

. Topic is too broad

&)

. Sticking with the first idea that comes to mind
6. Inadequate literature on the topic

7. Difficult to collect data about it

Research Problems Al A<

Research Questions Adiad) Al

Research Statements / Adinal) A delua
Problem Statements

Research Objectives Giadl Calaal
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1. Locating the Literature
Finding & Using Background Literature

1. Why ¢ 13l
2. Where o
3. How fas

Why conduct a literature search ?

1. To define the current state of
knowledge in an area

2. Identify a gap in the knowledge base
that your study will attempt to fill

3. To provide a logical justification &
support for your study

To provide the elements needed for an
introduction to your own research study
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The growth of research

The tree-like structure emphasizes the relationships
between research studies & the notion that current
research (the tips of the branches) are always based
in previous research

Where to find background literature ?

1.
handbooks; dictionaries; etc.)
2.

©® N ok

General References (encyclopedia;

Journal Articles (periodical)

Books

Book Chapters (Edited Books)
Conference Papers

Online Databases

Magazines, newspapers, & other sources
Internet
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Where to find background literature ?

1. Primary source

Firsthand reporting of research results;
observations conducted & reported by same

person

2. Secondary source

Secondhand reporting of research results; a
description or summary of another person’s work;
writer did not participate in the research or
observations being discussed

How to conduct a literature search ?

1. Keywords; author names

2. Using online databases (abstracts &
full text)
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Narrowing & expanding the search

1. Use title as first basis for screening

2. Use abstract as second screening
device

3. Skim read the article
4. Read the article carefully & take notes

5. Use the references to expand the
literature search

2. Reviewing the Literature

Critical Review of the Literature

Writing the Literature Review
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Why write a literature review ?

1. To identify the research question

2. To focus the topic of inquiry

3. To understand the makeup of the
research question

4. To understand an idea’s genetic roots

5. To understand the current conceptual
landscape

Why write a literature review ?

6. Provides an up-to-date understanding of
the subject & its significance & structure

7. ldentifies the kind of research methods that
have been used

8. Is informed by the views & research of
experts in the field

9. Assists in the formulation of research
topics, questions & direction

10. Provide a basis on which the subsequent
research findings can be compared
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Critical Review of the Literature

Some questions to ask when reading the lit.
1. What is the purpose of the study ?

2. What is the focus of the study ?

3. What types of data were collected ?

4. How were the data managed ?

5. What analytical approach is used ?

6. How is validity addressed ?

7. How are ethical issues handled ?

Writing the Literature Review

General Tactics of Writing Lit. Review
1. Organized in terms of facts & ideas

2. Divide the lit. into primary (original) &
secondary sources

3. Combine theory & application
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Writing the Literature Review

Components of the Lit. Review Section
1. Introduction to structure & organization

2. Review of topic 1; address the lit. on the
independent variable (s)

3. Review of topic 2; address the lit. on the
dependent variable (s)

4. Review of topic 3; the lit. that relates the
independent variable to the dependent var. (short)

5. Provide a summary of the review (key studies &
terms)

Writing the Literature Review (summary)

1. Effective search; critical reading;
taking notes; citation recording

2. |dentify & integrate theories, methods
& applications

3. Generate justification, relevance &
gaps
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